
The 10th-Anniversary Gala Celebration  

of the Hopewell-Keroka Alliance 

 

Pennington, NJ 

Saturday, October 21, 2017 

 
HKA gratefully acknowledges its 10

th
-anniversary sponsors  

and monetary donors:* 

 
 

Business sponsorships and other 

monetary gifts: 

 

Mshindi,* or Champion: 

 Jocelyn and Mike Collins. 

 Eileen McGinnis and Michael 

Laracy. 

 Sharon and James Maida,  

and The James R. & Sharon 

Omara Maida Foundation. 

 Lillian Rankel and  

Andy Jackson. 

 Sue and Chris Tarr. 

 

Mlinzi,* or Patron: 

 Karen and Greg Fontaine,  

and Marianne Bonis, and A&E 

Construction, Pennington. 

 Tom Degnan. 

 Rita and Tom Reischman. 

 Greg and Paula Zollner. 

 

Rafiki,* or Friend: 

 Carol and Tom Barnett, 

Kansas. 

 Christine DeFranceso-Butrym,  

Gloria Nilson & Co. Real 

Estate, Pennington. 

 Chris and Tom Cassel. 

 Rob Carpick and Carlos Chan. 

 Kristen Gurdin and Jon Croner. 

 Theresa and Moore Hank. 

 Mary and Michael Herman. 

 Ryan Kennedy, Stevens & Lee 

law firm, Lawrenceville. 

Rafiki,* or Friend (continued): 

 Carol and Rex Kleis. 

 Salim Manzar. 

 Gilda and Jim McCauley. 

 Connie and Paul Miller. 

 Mike Rothwell, Pennington 

Quality Market. 

 Betty Schumacher, Wisconsin. 

 Colleen and David Seitz. 

 Aida Valcarcel. 

 Wayne Ward. 

 Alice and Ken Zeldis. 

 Pam Ziegler, Kriegner Travel 

Services, Inc., Pennington. 

 

Other: 

 Jean Cevasco. 

 Grace Rarich and Rosie 

Fleming. 

 Elizabeth Holland. 

 Susan Horowitz. 

 Lucia Heubner. 

 Judy Karp. 

 Carrie and Robert O’Boyle. 

 Nancy and Dan Rubenstein. 

 Sylvia Sheridan. 

 

Anticipated matching grants: 

 Annie E. Casey Foundation. 

 Robert Wood Johnson 

Foundation. 

 ExxonMobil Foundation. 

 Pfizer Foundation. 

 Bristol-Myers Squibb 

Foundation Inc. 

 

Higher-level tickets: 

 

Simba,* or Lion: 

 Mary Pat Berends. 

 Rukhsana Hasib. 

 Lillian Rankel and  

Andy Jackson. 

 Liza (Ellen) and  

Sky Morehouse. 

 Kathy Moore and  

Duncan White. 

 

Chui,* or Leopard: 

 Heidi and Michael Kahme,  

and Hill Wallack LLP  

law firm, Princeton. 

 Jenny Long. 

 Wendy and Greg Parker. 

 Maryann and Michael 

Swiatocha. 

 Martin Webster. 

 Lisa Wolff. 

 

* Swahili is a common language 

spoken across East Africa, 

including Kenya. 

 

Thank you to everyone  

who has donated time, talent, 

goods, services or funding 

toward tonight’s gala! 

 

Thank you!  

Asante! 
 

* At time of printing . . . .  

  



The 10th-Anniversary Gala Celebration  

of the Hopewell-Keroka Alliance 

 

Pennington, NJ 

Saturday, October 21, 2017 

 
HKA gratefully acknowledges all contributors  

toward the success of tonight’s 10
th

-anniversary gala:* 

 
Gala committee: 

 Heidi Kahme, co-chair. 

 Jane Lee, co-chair. 

 Lillian Rankel, co-chair. 

 David Angwenyi. 

 Katie Beckman. 

 Lily Jackson Grillo. 

 Jessica Heller. 

 Lea Hopkins. 

 Andy Jackson. 

 Swati Patel-Joseph. 

 Kris Khan. 

 Karen Kochersperger. 

 Sierra Kochersperger. 

 Michael Laracy. 

 Betsy Lee. 

 Mandy Lee, Alexandria, VA. 

 Tony Lee. 

 Bernadette Morten. 

 David Sherwin. 

 

Special thanks to: 

 The Honorable David Kahiro 

Gacheru, Kenya’s Deputy 

Ambassador and Deputy Chief 

of Mission to the United States, 

Embassy of  the Republic  

of Kenya, Washington, DC (for 

specially attending tonight’s 

gala and participating in 

program). 

 The Stony Brook-Millstone 

Watershed Association, 

Pennington, especially 

Watershed staff members 

Laurie Babicki, Suzanne 

Moran and Nicholas Ho  

(for all their guidance and 

assistance). 

 Joshua Holland, gala 

vocalist/guitarist, English 

teacher, Hopewell Valley 

Central High School 

(HVCHS), Pennington (for his 

musical gift of time and talent). 

 All HKA board members – 

past, present and future – in 

New Jersey, USA, and greater 

Keroka area, southwestern 

Kenya, East Africa. 

 

Business or organizational 

donors of goods or services: 

 Anew Life Yoga, Pennington. 

 Antimo’s Italian Kitchen, 

Hopewell. 

 Paul Anzano, Mayor, Hopewell 

Borough. 

 Artistic Designs Full-Service 

Salon, Pennington. 

 Blue Moon Acres Farm 

Market, Pennington. 

 Missy Brewster, of Brewster 

Design Hand-Crafted Jewelry, 

Pennington. 

 Brick Farm Market, Hopewell. 

 Café 72, Ewing, and Cugino’s 

Italian Market, Pennington. 

 Chance on Main, Pennington. 

 Chauncey Hotel and 

Conference Center, Princeton. 

 Diamond’s Restaurant of 

Pennington. 

 Diana’s Epiphany Hair Studio, 

Pennington. 

 Dunkin’ Donuts, Pennington. 

 Dylan’s Candy Bar, New York. 

 Amy Wight Eckel, of Glass 

Half Painted, Pennington. 

 European Plus Inc. Car Repair, 

Pennington. 

 Flutter Boutique, Pennington. 

 Friends of Hopewell Valley 

Open Space, Hopewell 

Township. 

 Georgetown University’s 

Maker Hub, Washington, DC. 

 Beth Hansbury, of Crafts  

by Beth, Titusville. 

 Honey Brook Organic Farm, 

Pennington. 

 Hopewell Valley Car Wash, 

Pennington. 

 Hopewell Valley Self-Storage, 

Pennington. 

 Gretchen and Jon Kish, 

owners, Nectars Landscape  

and Design, Titusville. 

 Kramer Portraits, 

Connecticut/New Jersey/ 

New York/Pennsylvania. 

 Kevin Kuchinski, Mayor, 

Hopewell Township. 

 Liberty Hall Wood-Fired 

Pizza, Lambertville. 

 The Logan Hotel, Philadelphia, 

Sage Restaurant Group, 

Denver, and Sage Hospitality 

Group, Denver. 

 Martial Arts Plus Family & 

Fitness, Hopewell. 

 Dr. Mark W. McDonough, 

Orthodontist, Pennington. 

 Nyankoba Tea Factory Co. 

Ltd., Keroka, southwestern 

Kenya, East Africa. 

 Tony Persichilli, Mayor, 

Pennington Borough. 

  



Business or organizational 

donors of goods or services 

(continued): 

 Princeton Garden Theatre, 

Princeton. 

 R2L Restaurant, Philadelphia. 

 Deborah Raab, Tea-For-All, 

Trenton. 

 Rosedale Mills, Pennington. 

 Michael Einbinder-Schatz and 

Jobecca Technology Group, 

LLC, Bristol, PA. 

 Seeds to Sew International, 

Hopewell. 

 TD Bank, Pennington. 

 Titusville United Methodist 

Church. 

 Twirl Toy Shop, Pennington. 

 

Private or individual donors  

of goods, services, time or talent: 

 Anonymous. 

 Angela Bai, Washington, DC. 

 Pat Beckman. 

 Scott Brown, Alexandria, VA. 

 Christine DeFranceso-Butrym, 

Hopewell Township. 

 Jessica Heller. 

 Lea Hopkins. 

 Hesbon Isaboke. 

 Andy Jackson. 

 Kate Jin, Washington, DC. 

 Swati Patel-Joseph and 

 Bobby Joseph. 

 Heidi Kahme. 

 Kris Khan and daughters 

Ambrina and Komi, and  

Iram Khan and Parveen Habib. 

 Karen Kochersperger. 

 Sierra Kochersperger. 

 Michael Laracy. 

 Jane, Tony, Betsy and  

Mandy Lee. 

 Alison Maclean. 

 Kathy Moore. 

 Emmalee and The Rev. John 

Morrison. 

 Bernadette Morten. 

 Lillian Rankel. 

 Priscilla Torpey, Maine. 

 Judy and Dawn White, Florida. 

 

Additional thanks to: 

 Seeds to Sew International, 

Hopewell, and the specially 

trained seamstresses in rural 

Kenya (for made-to-order  

cloth favor bags, specially 

sewn for tonight’s gala). 

 All gala-night HVCHS student 

volunteers. 

 HVCHS Con Brio a cappella 

student singers (for performing 

two national anthems, Kenyan 

and American). 

 Spring 2017 HVCHS 

Computer Graphics II students 

(for gala graphic design). 

 Fall 2017 HVCHS Global 

Public Service students (for 

gala favor-bag assembly). 

 Enock Mokaya, Kisii, 

southwestern Kenya (for all  

his general assistance). 

 Katie and Ben Sanford, 

Cugino’s Italian Market, 

Pennington, and Café 72, 

Ewing (for all their planning 

toward, and excellent culinary 

offerings for, this evening). 

 Joe Grinbaum, Bernadette 

Morten and ShopRite  

Liquors of  Pennington  

(for their bartending services 

this evening). 

 

Thank you to everyone  

who has donated time, talent, 

goods, services or funding 

toward tonight’s gala! 

 

Thank you!  

Asante! 
 

* At time of printing . . . .  


